3rd Sunday in Lent, 2/24/08

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

Enlighten Us, Jesus!

  I. Regarding our sin and its effects

 II. Regarding your power to give sight

III. Regarding your person and work


It was reported in August, 2003 that after 43 years of blindness Michael May can once again see. He had lost his sight in a chemical explosion when he was 3. For the next 43 years vision was only a memory for him. But at 46 years old he underwent an operation that restored his sight in his right eye only. But there was one problem the surgeon couldn’t fix—his blindness had caused long-term effects on how his brain processed information. Thus Michael can identify shapes and colors, but he can’t distinguish the faces of his loved ones. Imagine not being able to recognize the faces of the people you love. Many would call that tragic.

Now imagine looking into the face of Jesus and not recognizing his saving love for you. That may be difficult for most of you to do. Many of you might not be able to recall not seeing the loving face of Jesus. But it happens with billions of people today. And there was a time when we didn’t know the loving face of Jesus. And even though we see it now, there are times in our lives when we’re uncertain about him, when we have our doubts.

So let’s take this opportunity this morning to ask Jesus to help us see him more clearly. Let’s pray for him to enlighten us just as he did this blind man in our text from John 9. This morning please join me in praying, “Enlighten us, Jesus!” We have his sure promise that he will do so through his word to us this morning.

I.

We live in a cause and effect world. Look how much time you spend pondering what caused something to happen in your life and it’s effect on you. You come down with a cold and you wonder where you got it. The vehicle’s information center is telling you to have your engine serviced soon. You take it to you mechanic to find out what’s causing that warning.

The disciples applied similar reasoning in the event presented to us in John 9. John tells us, “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’” They were presented with what they thought was a cause and effect situation. They could plainly see the effect—this man was blind. The vast majority of people are born sighted. In their way of thinking, to be born blind was the effect of some great sin. And the only two possible sources of that sin were this man or his parents. So which one was it?

Jesus corrected their reasoning. He replied, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  Jesus made it clear that this man’s blindness was not due to some specific sin on his part or the part of his parents. You can’t look at this effect and pinpoint a specific cause.

So why did it happen? Jesus said, “So that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” His blindness was not the result of a specific sin, but of sin in general. God allowed it to happen to him so that he could bring about this very event in his life. God would use this situation to reveal Jesus as the Son of God and this man’s Savior from sin. Jesus used it to enlighten his disciples regarding sin and its effects.

Enlighten us, Jesus! Enlighten us regarding our sin and its effects.

Even with tremendous advances in medical science, life-threatening medical conditions still go undetected. It’s all too common to hear about emergency heart surgeries in which 3, 4 or even 5 blockages are discovered. No one was aware of the problem.

What a tragedy to go through life unaware of the spiritual disease of sin and its eternally deadly consequences! And yet look at our efforts to avoid addressing it. We’d rather not confront a loved one with their sin for fear we’ll lose the relationship. We’d rather live and let live. We’d rather excuse sin and even joke about sin than confess it. Enlighten us, Jesus! And that’s exactly what he does so well in this season of Lent. When is the last time you read through what your Savior endured for you from Maundy Thursday evening until 3 PM on Good Friday? Join us this Wednesday evening as we focus on another portion of it. That’s what our sins cost him. And he was willing to pay it—all the way to Calvary’s cross! Enlighten us, Jesus, regarding our sin and its effect!

II.

Some of you have undergone cataract surgery. I don’t mind hearing about how wonderful it is to have your vision restored, but I get a little uneasy when you tell me what that surgery involved. It makes me cringe to hear that the doctor makes a slit in your cornea to repair it.

I’d much rather hear about Jesus placing mud made with spit on some eyes. “He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.” Maybe it wouldn’t be your first choice among procedures, but I think if you were blind, you might not mind a little mud made with saliva. But why not just speak a word or touch his eyes? We’re not absolutely sure. Perhaps Jesus wanted to make it absolutely clear that he was the one who gave him his sight, a conviction he would later need when interrogated by the Pharisees.

But notice the mud didn’t immediately give him his sight. Jesus instructed the man, “‘Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam.’ So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.” By placing mud on the man’s eyes Jesus was calling for the man to believe in him. He now gave the man the opportunity to exercise his young faith by obeying the command to go and wash. And when he did, he received his sight.

The One who created humans with eyes is the One who gives this man his sight.

And yet there’s another blindness that’s far worse—it’s spiritual blindness and it’s far too evident in this story. The Pharisees are presented with the truth that Jesus must be who he says he is because he had the power to give this blind man his sight. And yet “some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.’” They flat-out rejected Christ. Because they closed their hearts to the truth about Jesus, they remained spiritually blind.

Enlighten us, Jesus, regarding your power to give sight!

It’s quite common today to hear that all of us by nature possess spiritual light or that there’s a little bit of the divine living in all of us. It’s up to us to tap into that source of power, express it and use it. But nothing could be further from the truth. Without Jesus Christ there is no sight—not physical or spiritual. Jesus did not say, “I am one of many lights of the world.” He said, “I am the light of the world.” There is no other. And thanks be to God, he has flooded us with that light!  He shared that light with us at our baptisms and he nurtures us with that light through his word and the Lord’s Supper. Don’t take that spiritual light for granted! Don’t take his word and sacraments for granted! Cherish them! Consider how blessed you are that you know and believe in Jesus as your Savior! Without him you’d be lost forever. Enlighten us, Jesus, regarding your power to give sight!

III.

Receiving his sight wasn’t the end of this man’s story. The Pharisees refused to believe that Jesus gave him his sight. When this man pointed out how foolish it was to refuse to believe the facts, the Pharisees responded, “‘You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!’ And they threw him out.” They threw him out. Most Bible scholars believe this to mean that they excommunicated him from the synagogue. It presented another opportunity for Jesus to enlighten him.

“Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’” This man had only recently met Jesus. He barely had the opportunity to ponder who Jesus really was or what his purpose was. He had a very fragile, infant faith. Jesus knew all this, and so he approached him in order to strengthen that faith.

Jesus called himself the Son of Man. That’s not one of the names we commonly use for Jesus, but it’s one he used quite often for himself while he was on this earth. It comes from the Old Testament where it’s used for the Savior. Thus by calling himself the Son of Man, Jesus was inviting the man to believe that he was that promised Savior, the Messiah. From the Old Testament this man likely knew that the Messiah would be true man, a descendant of King David, but also true God. By using this name, Jesus was declaring to the man who he was.

The man responded, “Lord, I believe.” And Jesus followed that with a declaration of what he had come to do. He said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” That sounds rather harsh. But what Jesus meant was exactly what he had stated earlier in his ministry in a Bible verse that most of you have committed to memory, John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” And then 2 verses later Jesus says, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already” (Jn. 3:18). That’s his work—to save all people. He accomplished that work with his perfect life and with his suffering and death.

Enlighten us, Jesus, regarding your person and work!

For a while this man had an uncertain faith. The solution to that problem was for Jesus to come to him and proclaim to him these simple truths: who he is and what he does. Do you ever have your moments of doubt about Jesus or questions about why Jesus does things in your life the way he does? The solution to your problem is the same as the solution to this man’s problem—the person and work of Jesus. And that’s exactly what Jesus does for us this morning in his word and sacrament. Through these means Jesus wants to deepen your faith in him. He wants to enlighten you and me. So do that for us, Jesus! Enlighten us! Amen. 

