14th Sunday after Pentecost, 8/18/08

Exodus 6:2-8

Here’s Hope for Discouraged People!

 I. In the promises of our God

II. In the action of our God

Five-year-old Emily watches as her mom bakes some cookies. She decides that she’s going to bake some in her play oven. She gets one of her play oven cookie mix kits and tries to follow the directions, but she’s unable to read. She doesn’t want to ask her mom for help because independence is one of her strong suits and she wants to show her mom that she can make cookies as well as her mom can. But not much goes right. She adds too much water to the mix. The heat isn’t high enough in her little play oven and the cookies never really bake. She’s left with a gooey mess. She starts crying and pounds the play oven with her fist. Immediately her mom comes into the room to see what’s going on.

Her mom quickly sizes up the situation, lifts her crying daughter into her arms, moves over to the rocking chair and sits down. While rocking her distraught daughter, she says, “It’s OK. Mommy’s right here. How about if you do the next batch of cookies in my oven all by yourself?” Her daughter immediately stops crying, jumps off her mom’s lap and makes her way into the kitchen. That’s just what she wanted to hear.

We’ve all had that experience in some form or another with one or both of our parents when we were young. Somehow they knew exactly what to say and do to make us feel better. What happened? Well, for one thing we grew up. We became adults and parents ourselves. For another, the older we got the more complex, serious and even critical our problems became. We graduated from play cooking school to the school of hard knocks. And we don’t face the occasional misfortune; we face them daily.

So we get discouraged. Sometimes we’re overwhelmed by it. Nothing seems to go right in our lives. Where’s our hope for something better? It’s right here. It’s right here in God’s word to us this morning. Here’s hope for discouraged people. Let’s not only find that hope, let’s receive it in rich measure as we listen to that word this morning.

I.

Do you know what was happening in Moses’ life when the Lord spoke these words to him? I’ll admit at first I didn’t either. I had to look at Exodus 5 to see what had happened. Moses appeared before Pharoah and told him to let the Israelites go so that they could hold a festival to the Lord in the desert. You can guess Pharoah’s response. He refused. In fact, he told the Egyptian slave drivers and foremen that they were no longer to supply the Israelites with straw for making bricks. Instead, the Israelites were forced to find their own straw to make bricks. And you can imagine how that news was received among the Israelites. In effect they said, “Thanks a lot, Moses! Our life was tough enough before. But you had to go and open your big mouth to Pharoah and now our lives are unbearable. Do us a favor, Moses, and get lost. We don’t want any more of your help.” And recall that Moses didn’t apply for this job of leading the Israelites. In fact, he tried to wiggle his way out of it. But the Lord had called him to do it and the Lord prevailed.

And here’s what Moses said to the Lord, “Ever since I went to Pharoah to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.” He was discouraged.

So what did the Lord do? Well, he didn’t immediately strike Pharoah dead and end all of the problems his people were experiencing. He didn’t make straw miraculously appear or lighten the load of their slavery. He didn’t make the slave drivers sympathetic to their plight. Those things would come, but only after the Lord revealed his power and his glory in 10 plagues upon Pharoah and the Egyptians.

Instead, this is what he did. He said, “I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them.” That translation sounds as if God kept some of his revelation about himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. I feel there’s a much better translation in the notes of this version of the Bible. It reads, “I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, and by my name the LORD did I not let myself be known to them?” It’s a question which expects a “yes” answer. I’m convinced it’s the better translation. In other words, God’s answer to Moses’ discouragement is to remind Moses of who he is.

First, he is El-Shaddai. He is God Almighty. Pharoah may have been powerful. His magicians practiced black magic. But no one and nothing can compare to the all-powerful God. He’s the only all-powerful one. He was Moses’ God and he was the God of the Israelites. No problem is too great for him to solve instantly and perfectly.

Next, he calls himself the LORD. Perhaps you noticed that name is spelled with upper case letters. That’s the name he uses for himself when he emphasizes that he is the God who binds himself to a covenant with sinful people. He uses it to emphasize that he is absolutely faithful to all of his promises. He is not like the false gods of the world whose favor must be bought and who were whimsical in how they dealt with humans. He is the God who is gracious, merciful, loving and forgiving. He is faithful.

He is faithful to his covenant. And he restates one facet of that covenant. “I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan.” He had promised Abraham that his descendants would possess the land of Canaan. He had promised that he would make Abraham’s descendants into a great nation. He had promised to bless all nations through Abraham. In other words, the promised Savior would be one of Abraham’s descendants. What greater hope can the Lord give to any discouraged sinner?

Here’s hope for discouraged people. It’s in the promises of our God.

What discourages you? Finances got you down? Your job isn’t what you’d hoped it would be? School starts this week or the next? Your friends, your spouse, your children have let you down? Your doctor can’t seem to help you? To all those disappointments and others, your God says, “I am El-Shaddai, God Almighty. I am Jehovah, the LORD. I am your God and I have established my covenant with you.” The Lord’s covenant with you is his forgiveness won for you by Jesus Christ. That forgiveness is for you because Jesus established it with his perfect life and his death. It belongs to you because you have faith in Jesus as your Savior. That’s the new covenant Jesus talked about when he instituted the Lord’s Supper. There in the bread and wine are his body and blood for your forgiveness. And with that forgiveness come the blessings of life as his dear child and eternal life in heaven. It’s as if God picks us up in his arms, sits down with us in his heavenly rocking chair and promises us that all will be OK. And that’s where our hope is—in the promises of our God.

II.

Some cynic once said, “Promises were made to be broken.” Maybe that’s more of an excuse than an observation. And while it might be true between one sinful human and another, it’s never true about the holy God.

The holy God cannot lie. He also cannot break a single one of his promises. What he promises to do he always does.

And that truth was critical for Moses at this point. Again, Moses was discouraged. Pharoah wasn’t cooperating with him or with the Lord. It seemed like the Israelites would die in slavery, not live in the Promised Land.

So this is what the Lord said, “I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.”

The LORD would act.

First, he promised to redeem Israel. At this point they were slaves of Pharoah. Their entire lives, their being, belonged to him. The LORD would redeem them. He would buy them back. It would cost him nothing. It would cost Pharoah dearly.

Next, he would make them his own people. At this point the Jews were nothing but a loose collection of shepherds living as aliens in Egypt. They had little organization, no power, and no recognition as a united people. The Lord would change that. He would make them a nation—his special nation—at Sinai. That would occur in just a few months.

Last, he would bring them to the Promised Land. For more than 600 years, Abraham and his descendants had nowhere to call their own. The piece of earth they lived on was not their own. The Lord promised to change all that. He would do what he promised Abraham. He would give Abraham’s descendants the land where the Canaanites lived.

A discouraged Moses looked around and saw his world falling apart. The Lord came to him and said, “Chin up, Moses. I am the God who acts on your behalf.”

It’s no coincidence that what God acted to accomplish for Moses and the Israelites he has also acted to accomplish for us. He redeemed Israel; he has redeemed us. He used the holy, precious blood and the innocent death of Jesus to buy us back from sin, death and the devil. He made Israel his own people, his special nation. He has made us his own people, members of the kingdom of God, through faith in Jesus. He led Israel to the Promised Land and they enjoyed life there. He is leading us to the Promised Land of heaven where we will enjoy life eternally.


When we’re discouraged we’re always looking for the Lord to act on our behalf. The Lord reminds us how he acted on our behalf in the past—sacrificing his Son for us. He reminds us of how he will act for us ultimately in bringing us to heaven. Here’s hope for discouraged people. Amen.

