11th Sunday after Pentecost, 7/27/08

Isaiah 55:1-5

Does the Lord Have a Deal for You!

  I. It’s entirely free. 

 II. It’s completely satisfying.

III. It comes through his word.

“Have I got a deal for you!” Unless you’re very familiar with the person speaking those words and trust that person completely, you’re a little skeptical, aren’t you? You might listen to what they have to say, but you do so always looking for the part they’re not telling you about, the hidden cost, the painful detail which they’re downplaying. You weren’t born yesterday, after all. You’ve already heard far too many slick sales pitches that weren’t worth your time and certainly weren’t worth your consideration. After all, nobody is in this for nothing. Everybody is looking to get something from you, right?

And then along comes your God this morning and he speaks these words, “Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” In effect, the Lord is telling you, “Have I got a deal for you.” And he’s not joking; God doesn’t joke around. He’s not being dishonest in the slightest; God must always speak the truth. He’s completely serious and honest. And he has only your best interests in mind. In fact, there isn’t anything in it for him.

So, it’s true. Does the Lord have a deal for you! Let’s see what that deal is all about as he explains it to us here in Isaiah 55.

I.

There’s no such thing as a free lunch. We both know that’s true. So when I received a postcard in the mail offering free lodging and free airfare and free gasoline, I was more than a little skeptical. But I called the 800 number on the card anyway. I only had to listen to the person on the other end of the line for less than a minute before I hung up without even saying good-bye. It was a scam and I wasn’t going to take part in it.

In this part of Isaiah, the Lord pictures our salvation as more than a free lunch. He pictures it as a banquet. It’s a picture he uses elsewhere in the Bible. He extends an invitation to this banquet to one and all. He says, “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;” We’re blessed to live in an area of the world with abundant water. That isn’t the case with the Holy Land. Water there is much harder to find. The people of Isaiah’s day knew what it was like to be thirsty. But the water the Lord is offering here is not the liquid you usually associate with the word “water.” It was his living water. It was his salvation. He wants all people to drink deeply of that salvation.

To drive that truth home, he uses a second picture. He says, “And you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” We heard earlier how Jesus fed the 5,000 via a miracle. The crowd was only too happy to follow Jesus if would continue making bread for them. But later, when he referred to himself as the Son of God and the bread of life, their Savior from sin, they rejected him. The Lord here invites all to come and feed on Jesus as the bread of life. He wants all to be saved.

And what makes this deal so astounding is that it’s entirely free. He calls for people without money to buy without money and without cost. When the Lord offers you salvation, he doesn’t hold it out to you with one hand and hold out the other with an open palm. He never says, “Heaven is yours if you do this for me.” In fact, there isn’t a single thing we can offer God not only for heaven but for a single sin. We have nothing to pay him. Our outwardly good deeds do nothing. In another verse of Isaiah he calls them filthy rags. Eternal salvation is entirely free.

Does the Lord have a deal for you!

Have you ever attended a wedding reception and, after enjoying a delicious meal, walked up to the bride’s parents and asked, “What do I owe you for the meal?” Of course not! To do so would be insulting. That meal is free for their guests.

So let’s not insult our God by thinking we can offer him anything for what he wants to give us free. I know that it’s natural for us to look for things to say and do in order to be accepted by others—loved ones, friends, even co-workers. Since there’s no free lunch, we want to know how much we need to do or pay to get what we want from others. We want to know what our part of the deal is. But that’s not the way it works with the Lord. His salvation is entirely free. It’s entirely free for us, but it wasn’t free for him. It cost him the life and death of his Son, Jesus Christ. Since Christ paid that price in full for you, your life with God is entirely free. That’s the Lord’s incredible deal for you.

II.

TV shows and magazine articles about the rich and famous are as common as house flies. But somehow we never tire of paying attention to them. We hear and read the details of a life of luxury that boggles the mind and we can’t help but think that we would be so happy with such a life. But that begs the question: what would it take to make you happy and content? I ask that question because some of the world’s richest people are also some of the most unhappy. For all that they have, they aren’t satisfied.

The biggest reason for that is a deep spiritual problem. That spiritual problem is this: If you think you can somehow please God so that he will give his salvation to you, you’ll never be satisfied. Bible scholars call those deeds the works of the law. Anyone who thinks that way is constantly haunted by the question, “Have I done enough good works for God?”

To such people the Lord asks, “Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?” Instead of stating the popular phrase, “Enough is enough!” your God declares, “It’s not enough—not for me or you.” Those good works don’t satisfy.

And then your God declares, “It is finished.” That’s exactly what God said when he died on Calvary’s cross. The payment for sin was complete. The work of salvation was done. When your God now hands you salvation, he doesn’t hand you a work in progress intending that you do your best to complete it. He hands you his greatest work—your salvation—in finished form. Now there’s something that satisfies! To know that the sinner’s greatest need is filled—that gives eternal satisfaction.

Does the Lord have a deal for you! It completely satisfies.

What do you have your eye on? Some new clothing? It will either wear out or you’ll grow out of it. A new vehicle? It will soon loose its luster and you’ll want another one. A new job? If you find one, it won’t be perfect either. New friends? They’re sure to let you down in some way or another. A stellar vacation? It will only last a week or two. Instead, find your satisfaction in the salvation your God offers you. Daily realize that nothing measures up in this life and neither do you. None of us do. We fail our God and our loved ones. And yet your God loves you so much that he died to give you forgiveness and life with him. What we can’t offer him—the righteousness he demands—he gives us through faith in Jesus. Even if the rest of your life is in turmoil, your relationship with your God is full of peace and joy through Jesus. Now that completely satisfies!

III.

Earlier I mentioned an offer of fantastic gifts that came to me on a postcard. More often I receive fantastic offers on sheets of paper filled with print. At the top the fantastic offers are in bold print. At the bottom is the fine print which contains all the disclaimers, qualifiers and what you need to do in order to receive the benefits of this deal. In most cases as you read the fine print you realize it isn’t worth it.

The Lord has such a deal for you. It’s entirely free and it completely satisfies. So how do you get it?

He answers that in our text. “Give ear and come to me; hear me so that your soul may live.” His deal comes to us through his word and there’s no fine print. He tells us to listen to him. So let’s do that. What does he have to say?

First, he says, “I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.” The Lord is the God who binds himself to sinners with a covenant. That covenant or promise involves what he promised to David. Most of you recognize that’s the promise of a Savior. God promised David that the Savior would be one of his descendants. God delivered on that promise to David and to you when Jesus was born here on earth, lived a holy life for you and died for you.

And that’s the second thing the Lord wants you to listen to. He refers to the Savior as a “witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.” Jesus preached to the people about himself as the Savior. He told the people what he was going to do to save them and then he went out and did it. He suffered, died and rose again. And therefore he lives and rules over us and all things for our good. He’s our leader and commander—our King. You are a member of his kingdom by faith in him. He promises to watch over you as your loving King until he brings you safely into his eternal kingdom. That’s the message he wants you to hear and believe. That’s how the Lord’s salvation deal comes to you.

Slick salesmen often leave you high and dry after you fall for the deal they’re offering. That’s not how your Lord operates. He has such a deal for you. Yes, it’s out of this world. But it’s absolutely true and certain. In fact, you already possess it by faith in Jesus. Enjoy it over and over again simply through his saving word. Amen.

